3. Key lemma and main theorem. We begin this section with the following technical lemma.
3.1. Lemma. Let p be an n-ary lattice polynomial and let (1) Remark. We conclude by observing that the assertion of Theorem 3.2 is optimal in the following sense: If q is a polynomial in V> A aQd ', then an analogue of Theorem 3.2 need not be valid. This can easily be seen by considering the orthomodular lattice constructed by Greechie's classical method [4] from two copies of 23 (cf. Figure 1 ). Let q(x, y) = (x A y) V •*'• Here we have aCq(d', e) = 1 but d' and q(a, e) = b do not commute.
